
 1 

UINTAH MIDDLE SCHOOL  
COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING 

April 3rd, 2018 
 
ATTENDING:     ABSENT: 
Christy Nerdin (Principal)    Gina Manning-McCurdy    
Heather McKee      Brandon Aycock  
Cheryl Meier     Denise Maynard     
       James Stratton 

     
Emily Arnold (Teacher) 
Tami Valora (Teacher)             
James Munford (Counselor) 
Scott Dowling (Asst. Principal) 
 
Trust Land Plan  
Christy Nerdin explained the proposed Trust Land Plan.  (see attached) Cheryl Meier made a 
motion to approve the plan as written.  Heather McKee seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed unanimously.   
 
Counselor Items 
Counselors discussed upcoming elementary school tours: prior to this year, the counselors 

traveled to the feeder schools and oriented 5th graders to the middle school; based on school 

feedback, the feeder schools will be traveling to us to participate in orientation activities.  

 

Counselors also mentioned that they were due for a much more formal CCGP survey than what 

was sent out in prior years. Counselors must conduct a formal needs assessment periodically to be 

in compliance with standards. The formal needs assessment will be administered before end of 

year testing (when students and teachers are in labs), and be sent home via email link to survey 

for parent involvement.  

  
 
End of Year Items 
All of the parents that are on the committee this year have a student attending the Uintah 
Middle School next year.  They were asked if they planning on serving on the committee next 
year and all of those attending said yes.  The secretary will contact those who are absent to find 
out if they will continue to serve.  The members should be receiving a link by email to give an 
electronic signature that says they participated this year.  Please watch for that. 
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Patron Input 
Cheryl Meier asked about the amount of fights that are being seen at the Uintah Middle School 
and how they are dealt with.  Mr. Dowling said: 
 
We do not have large numbers of fights at UMS, but we do have some.  The vast majority of issues surrounding 
fighting are related to “runners” going between other students and spreading drama in order to see a fight; 
everyone wants to watch a fight, but nobody wants to get punched in the face.  These “fights” rarely manifest in 
physical violence and are usually nothing more than hurt feelings and yelling matches. The runners are punished 
like they would had they participated in a fight. On a much more infrequent basis, we see conflict arise from 
traditional social “jockeying” or old grudges.    
 
When these situations arise, students are dealt with on an individual basis, and consequences are doled out 
based on the student’s willingness to fix the problem and the level to which they were involved in promoting 
conflict.  Parents are contacted.  
 
About suspension and punishment… 
 
My goal when dealing with students is to get them back to class as soon as possible so they can get the most 
out of the school day.  Possible courses of action and rationale for each follow. 

 Cool down and go back to class  

o Usually when a runner has been active or if a student has been set up to fight. 

o Used only when there is no real threat of violence and all parties have moved on. 

 Behavior Contract 

o Different levels of intervention that ensure a student is monitored and has behavior goals to work 

towards.   

o Used commonly for serious problems. 

 Suspension 

o Used if a student cannot calm down and seems to be a violent threat or serious distraction. 

o Also used if behavior contracts have been completed in the past and the problem continues. 

Mr. Dowling ask parents to encourage others if they have any questions to come in and speak 
with him.  Mr. Munford said that the climate surveys from our school have shown that with 
each survey more students say they feel safe. 
 
Parents were impressed with how well the students that went to the State Science Fair 
represented the Basin.  There is one student going to Nationals. 
 
Parents also said how good Reality Town was this year.  They would also like girls in Science to 
be able to visit UVU every year like they did last year.  Jeni Gudac said she would research it. 
 
Christy Nerdin told parents about the new telescope the Science department was able to 
purchase and the plans to have star viewing parties that Tami Valora is planning.  These will be 
fun events for the students to attend.    Meeting Adjourned at 3:25pm.   


